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History Intent





Intent
Our intent for the History curriculum at Our Lady of Good Counsel is based on a desire to assist the pupils with connecting the past with the present. Over the children’s journey through our school, they will build up a picture of Local, National and World History from the earliest times to the present day. With high expectations for all, we promote and acknowledge support for everyone so that they may develop the skills required to enquire about the past. It is during these lessons that the pupils will be able to make connections between periods in time. By the end of their journey at our school, the pupils will have a wide knowledge of famous people and events that have impacted our lives today. They will have the ability to speak like an historian and use a variety of sources to answers questions
Implementation
Our history curriculum builds on prior learning, wherever the content is taught, to help the pupils make links between events in time and build their cumulative knowledge. The lessons are built around the concept of retrieval from previous lessons, topics and year groups alongside spaced retrieval throughout the lesson, explicitly taught vocabulary and deliberate practice tasks plus enhanced challenge tasks to broaden the children’s thinking. This mode of learning means that the load on the children’s working memory is decreased as connections from new learning are made with prior learning.
The structure of our history curriculum means that the pupils become ‘more expert’ with each study and the connection of new and prior learning results in a logical timeline being formed in their minds. The impact of the curriculum results in the pupils forming less of a disconnected and broken understanding of the past.
Both specific and associated historical vocabulary is planned and taught in every lesson from Year 1 to Year 6 enabling pupils to increase the vocabulary within their repertoire. In addition, multiple meaning words, known as Tier 2 words, are taught alongside subject specific words, known as Tier 3 words, to help the pupils articulate themselves, both written and verbally, like an historian.
Throughout all lessons a knowledge organiser will be used and consistently referred to within lessons as this provides pupils with new facts and vocabulary. In addition, knowledge notes are provided for every lesson giving the pupils a basic overview and vocabulary for the lesson which helps to scaffold information that can be used to complete tasks and used as a reminder of the learning in case they need support during lessons. 
Our history curriculum is an ambitious but rewarding curriculum supported by high quality teaching, pictures, diagrams and videos to enrich, engage and inspire the children’s love of learning. 
In both KS1 and KS2 the history curriculum is taught in weekly blocks, rather than weekly lessons, to enable the pupils to be completely emerged into their history learning alongside the use of cumulative quizzing. This allows for termly retrieval to confirm that new and prior learning have connected and moved to the long-term memory helping with the children’s recall and retention. 



Impact
Our curriculum has high ambition for high achievement of all pupils irrespective of background and starting points. Through the delivery of our ambitious history curriculum pupils at Our Lady of Good Counsel will:
· Know more and remember more
· Understand more about the past historical and present periods of time, people, places and events. 
· Know how to use key skills such as understanding chronology, historical interpretation and enquiry. 
· Understand the past and use this to influence the decisions they make in their lives in the future. 
· Make links between their history curriculum and other subjects so that they can enrich their responses to tasks across the primary curriculum.
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