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Intent
Our intent for the Geography curriculum at Our Lady of Good Counsel is based on a desire for all pupils to have an increased knowledge and understanding of the diverse community and wider world that we live in. Through the development of skills and learning the pupils will begin to appreciate and acknowledge the wonders of the world through the direct teaching of geography linked to the National Curriculum. During their learning, the pupils will be introduced and repeatedly exposed to a wide range of maps, atlases, and globes to help cement their understanding of the world they live in.  The pupils will learn that their decisions have an impact on the world we live in. 
Implementation
Our geography curriculum is built on the principle of building on prior learning. Each unit of study builds on a previous year group topic so that links between new and prior knowledge can be formed. This means that there is a reduced load on their working memory. The benefits of cumulative knowledge in our geography curriculum means that the pupils become ‘more expert’ with each study and protects them from forming disconnected and broken geographical knowledge.
Deliberate practice is essential for pupils to remember and retrieve substantive knowledge and use their disciplinary knowledge to explain and verbalise what they know. This means pupils make essential connections and think hard. 
Both specific and associated geographical vocabulary is planned and taught in every lesson from Year 1 to Year 6 enabling pupils to increase the vocabulary within their repertoire. In addition, multiple meaning words, known as Tier 2 words, are taught alongside subject specific words, known as Tier 3 words, to help the pupils articulate themselves, both written and verbally, like a geographer.
Throughout all lessons a knowledge organiser will be used and consistently referred to within lessons as this provides pupils with new facts and vocabulary. In addition, knowledge notes are provided for every lesson giving the pupils a basic overview and vocabulary for the lesson which helps to scaffold information that can be used to complete tasks and used as a reminder of the learning in case they need support during lessons. 
Our geography curriculum is an ambitious but rewarding curriculum supported by high quality teaching, pictures, diagrams and videos to enrich, engage and inspire the pupil’s love of learning alongside fieldwork, where appropriate. This enables the pupils to have first-hand experience which enriches their learning further.
In both KS1 and KS2 the geography curriculum is taught in weekly blocks, rather than weekly lessons, to enable the pupils to be completely emerged into their geography learning alongside the use of cumulative quizzing. This allows for termly retrieval to confirm that new and prior learning have connected and moved to the long-term memory helping with the pupil’s recall and retention.  
Impact
Our curriculum has high ambition for high achievement of all pupils irrespective of background and starting points. Through the delivery of our ambitious geography curriculum the pupils at Our Lady of Good Counsel will:
· Acquire solid geographical knowledge. 
· Have an increased understanding of the current factors affecting the world we live in
· Understand how their choices can have an impact on the future of all things on and around earth. 
· Make links between all their geographical learning from Year 1 to Year 6. 
· Be able to differentiate between necessary and unnecessary information so that they can apply logic and fact to completing tasks.
· Develop many skills along their geography curriculum journey at our school such as the ability to read maps, locate places within an atlas and to complete fieldwork experiments. 
· Make links between their geography curriculum and other subjects so that they can enrich their responses to tasks across the primary curriculum.
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