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Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Primary School 

“Loving, Living, Learning in the Light of Christ.”



English Intent





Intent
Our intent for the English curriculum at Our Lady of Good Counsel is based on a command of the spoken and written word in order for pupils to communicate their ideas and emotions to others effectively and is used as a tool across the whole school curriculum as well as being a subject in its own right. Through the use of high-quality texts, pupils are exposed to rich vocabulary and a range of literacy genres to encourage them to foster a love of reading.  

At Our Lady of Good Counsel, we believe that all pupils should be able to confidently communicate their knowledge, ideas and emotions through their writing. Pupils will acquire a wide vocabulary, a solid understanding of grammar and be able to spell unfamiliar words by effectively applying the spelling patterns and rules. They will be able to write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences. We believe that all pupils should be encouraged to take pride in the presentation of their writing by developing a neat, joined, handwriting style by the time they move to secondary school. Effective writers refine and edit their writing over time, so children are encouraged to develop independence in being able to identify their own areas for improvement in all pieces of writing, editing their work effectively during and after the writing process. A ceiling is not put on what pupils can achieve in writing and pre-conceptions are not held about any pupils’ ability to make progress. 
We value reading as a key life skill, and are dedicated to enabling all our pupils to become lifelong readers and be secure with reading the English language, both for enjoyment and to enable them to access the written word in everyday life in modern Britain. We encourage all pupils to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live, to establish an appreciation and love of reading, to gain knowledge across the curriculum and develop their comprehension skills. It is our intention to ensure that, by the end of their primary education, all pupils can read fluently, and with confidence, not only to access any subject in their forthcoming secondary education, but to provide them with life skills to take them into adulthood.

Implementation
Speaking and listening 
Beginning in Reception and continuing through all primary years, the children develop their capacity to express themselves effectively for a variety of purposes.  
The pupils in Reception are exposed to a language-rich environment, with speaking and listening being the key focus across all areas of learning. Within our Reception setting, we ensure our provision supports pupils with English as an additional language by using simple repetitive language, reinforcing and embedding routines using visual timetables and ensuring our continuous provision is clearly labelled.  
KS1 and KS2 pupils extend these skills to recount events, tell stories, take on dramatic roles, report, summarise and predict. Pupils are also provided with opportunities to compose, recite and perform poetry.  
Reading 
By the time pupils leave Our Lady of Good Counsel, they are competent readers who can recommend books to their peers, have a thirst for reading a range of genres including poetry, and participate in discussions about books, including evaluating an author’s use of language and the impact this can have on the reader. We recognise how reading is the gateway to learning and that for our pupils to access the curriculum to its fullest, we need them to be competent and confident readers
Reading is promoted at the beginning of the pupil’s journey into school and throughout Reception and into KS1 and KS2. Reading is at the heart of our provision, and we ensure all children develop a real love of reading. In Reception and KS1, we use the Read Write Inc Scheme of Work. In Reception, children begin to learn about sounds and how we can orally blend these sounds together to make words. 

Moving into KS1, children in year 1 will continue to be taught phonics following the Read Write Inc programme. Children constantly recap and review sounds before moving onto learning phase 5 GPCs.  . Children in Year 2 will continue with the Read Write Inc phonics sessions, where applicable, before moving onto age-appropriate text.  
There are a plethora of opportunities for the children to read purely to stimulate their love of reading: a love of reading is promoted by children being read to each by their class teacher, from a novel which has specifically been chosen to be engaging, stimulating and challenging; children have the opportunity to read silently and for enjoyment at various points during the week; and there is also a comfortable, well-stocked library where children are encouraged to take out books to read  

Writing 
At Our Lady of Good Counsel, writing is an integral part of our curriculum. All pupils are given daily opportunities to develop and apply their writing skills within English lessons, as well as across our broad and balanced curriculum. We emphasise the importance of writing to communicate effectively, so that our pupils know how to express their thoughts, ideas and emotions clearly and creatively through the written word.  We promote confidence and enjoyment within writing, and we use stimulating texts to encourage our pupils to explore different genres and write for different purposes. We support all pupils to plan, revise and evaluate their own writing and develop their editing skills. We support our pupils to have a secure knowledge of spelling and grammar and encourage them to take pride in their work, developing their handwriting to be fluent and legible.
The spelling, handwriting and composition strands go hand in hand throughout the curriculum.  Writing in Reception is woven throughout all aspects of learning and the different areas of continuous provision. All marks are embraced and celebrated as pupil communicating to others ‘as a writer.’

We use carefully selected, vocabulary-rich texts as a vehicle for teaching writing. Pupils follow clear, sequential episodes of learning based around an ambitious model text, that allows our students to embark upon a journey of discovery, by immersing themselves within the text. This creates an opportunity for students to determine the audience and purpose of the text, whilst being informed about the genre and exploring its form. It gives fantastic opportunity for students to develop their vocabulary and contextualised spelling, punctuation, and grammar. Throughout the writing process, the teacher models writing and undertakes shared writing and guided writing to develop the children’s knowledge and skills, in readiness for independent writing. By providing pupils with a range of writing opportunities, they are given the chance to draw on their reading and to adapt their language and style for a range of contexts, purposes, and audiences.

Impact
Our curriculum has high ambition for high achievement of all pupils irrespective of background and starting points. Through the delivery of our ambitious English curriculum pupils at Our Lady of Good Counsel will:
Speaking and Listening
· participate in conversations, expressing their own ideas
· converse within a range of groupings 
· listen to others with interest and respond to this
· speak clearly and audibly to present their thoughts to an audience
· speak for a range of purposes including presenting, debates, poetry
· develop oracy skills like articulating thoughts, active listening, critical reasoning, and constructive dialogue.
Reading
· become fluent and confident readers
· have a deeper understanding of texts, using a range of reading skills such as predicting, summarising and retrieving
· read for both pleasure and knowledge
· broaden their vocabulary 
· have an appreciation for the rich range of literature they read
Writing
· write accurately and coherently
· take pride in presenting their work and write legibly, developing a cursive style
· adapt their writing style for different contexts and audiences
· write meaningful sentences that are grammatically accurate
· plan, draft and edit their work to improve
· enhance their cognitive skills like memory, problem solving and creativity through language learning. 
· develop their own style of writing, influenced by positive models
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